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(ii) Single-wage Allowance. The so-called "single-wage* allow-
ance, created by a law of March 29, 1941, is granted to families
of wage-earners, no matter who the employer may be, whether
the State or a private person, under the twofold condition that
they only benefit by one wage (earned by father or mother or a
grandparent) and that the children are of French nationality.
The allowance is calculated upon the same average wage as the
family allowance. It is fixed at:
10 per cent, for an only child of more than five years of age.
20 per cent, for an only child of less than five years of age.
25 per cent, for two children.
30 per cent, for three children or more.
This allowance can in no circumstances be additional to the
allowance for the Mother-at-home.
It is paid either by the Equalization Fund or by the State,
by public bodies, or by companies holding State or municipal
concessions.
The combined total of the family allowance and the single-wage
allowance finally represents:
For an only child of more than five years of age, 10 per cent.
For an only child of less than five years of age, 20 per cent.
For two children, 3 5 per cent.
For three children, 60 per cent.
For four children, 90 per cent,
For each additional child, 30 per cent, in addition.
2. DEATH DUTIES
A law published on December 10, 1940, appreciably lowered
the death duties with a view to encouraging large families.
In the first place, the system of abatement on the total estate has
been altered. Instead of being a percentage, the abatement is
fixed at a definite amount:
500,000 francs if the deceased leaves three children.
100,000 francs for each additional child.
The maximum abatement is raised from 90,000 to 700,000 francs.
In the second place, the reductions in the duties, which are no
longer calculated on the family of the deceased, but on that of the
beneficiary, are raised:
From 25 per cent, to 75 per cent, for three children.
From 50 per cent, to 100 per cent, for four children.
From 75 pet cent, to 100 per cent, for five children.